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" Thave no/excp(e. th make for our Courtsrruſting the iFrengh, jor for rheiren+ 
tring cordtafly into their Concerns, If I thought the King was capable either 
of loving or Truſting them, I could not maintainin my heart:that affeQtion and 
confidence which I ow*e him : It is impoſlible for me co believe it, he knows 
them too well, and has bad roo much practice in affairs to be guilty of ſuch an 
Errour. As far as I underſtand the matter, this was the caſe. We and.the 
Dutch had gor thro' a great War at a vaſt Charge, and with infinite danger : 
We ſaw the weakneſs of Spain.in the Buiſneſs of Barcelona: There was noreck- 
oning/on them as capable ofmakjng a ſtand if the King of Fraxce were freed from 
a War, ſince when that prefs'd him on all lands, yet with a ſmall army he 
could -at;his Leiſure take that important place : Had Spain any intrinſick trength 
to-xelift, there was time enough giyen them to have brought it all together, If 
I ſay. France then with ſo ſmall a body made ſuch a conqueſt, what could be ex- 

 petted from Spain when the French King ſhould fend his whole ſtrength againſt 
them ?' A Fleet before Cadiz and two (mall Armies marching in thro Catalonia 
and Navarre might have found it hard to Subſiſt,but not ro Conquer Spa/x. The 
Emperour abandoning all other, Thoughts, had during the laſt War purſu'd his 
advamages againſt theTizks, and thereby had both exhauſted his own ſtrength, 
and. diſguſted his Allies. , And, on the Concluſion of the Peace of Reſwick he 
had ſhew*d ſogreat an Inclination to ruine Hereſy at any Rate, and lo little re- 
gard of the Honour of a Prince, to whom he ow'd ſo muchgthat this with ſome 
other things (that I love. not ro remember, becauſe I hope that Court will 
grow Wiſer )had given ſo juit a Diſconten', that. few ſeem'd willing to engage 
10a New War for bim and his Family. And, his Councills were ſo dilatory and 
uncertain, that inſtead of preſſing the Renewal of a General Alliance upon the 
Concluſion of the Peace, heſeem'd nor to. regard it, when preſs'd thereto. We 
here were ſo weary of Taxes, and ſo jealpusof a ſtanding Army, that we 
broght down our Land Force, firſt ro Twelve Thoutaud, and. then to Seven. 
Our Fleet kepr proportion 10 our Army. . The Datch did not diſarm. fo” faſt, 
yer they had no foree to ſpare, and to be ſure,” they would unwillingly engage 
in the Quarrel deeper than we. did.,', While the gebates concerning the Arm 
were on foot, the ill Health of the K. of Spaiz,was not forgot to be mention*d, 
and the Danger of the Progreſs that the French might make;if we were ruduc'd 
to ſuck an Incapacity of proteCting the Spainards, was often repreſented ; bur 
was often rejected with Indignation, as an Artifice of the Court to get an Ar- 
my kept up. Things being in ſuch a ſtate, might not the King think that 
whar was left for him to do, was to make the beſt Bargain he could. How 
bad ſoever the Partition may be, itſeem'd.ſtill more deſirable to yield'up fome 
parts of the Spaineſp Monarchy, than to lef:Frazee conquer it, or rather. takg ir 
ail. . Spain it (elf, the Weſt:Inaies and Flanders, were the Bratiches of that Mp- 
,narchy, in which we were chicfly concern'd, .and while theſe were kept#ntite, 
:ifx the ſame hands,, our intereſts wery pretty ſafe. It is known, 'thit what 
-advantage ſoever the Spaxiſp Grandees may make of the Nominions in ahd a- 
bout Jtaly, Spain'it ſelf is not the ſtronger or richer for t em, but much'tv' the 
-contrary. /t is true, their intereſts at Rome are fortify'd by them,but we arelirtle 
- concern'd in thoſe. Jt was not to be imagined, That, France that hat ſb much 
Noiſe. with-their-pretenſiogs. to that Succeſſion, and ( how flight foever they 
- may ibe ) had-involv'd all Europe in Wars upon yet lighter ones ; and that 
ſaw how ſureithey-were of. Conquering (o feeble an Enemy, and ſo weak a Ri- 
val, :; would &krall this ga far, nothing. - They. did not fear a new Alliance a- 
'gainſt them, they knew well the Temper both of the, Exg/iſh and Dutch. They 
«therefore precended to the {ta/jex Dominions,., Ifthe King had been in Conditi- 
;0n:to- have talk'd xoundly-to.them, certainly that had been both the wiſeſt and 
-the-beft method.--Bur thoſe whoſeem naw the moſt inflam'd againſt the Par- 
tition Treaty, 'know 1a their Conſciences, that they, themſelves would never 
have engag'd in a new War, if the Dominions in 1:/y, much leſs if the /Dae- 
chy of Milan had been the only Point in debate. Tleave it to you- to judge 
what a Parliament would have ſaid, if they had been call'd, and had found. 
the 


- it were ſuggeſted, That perhaps he would haye ſtaod to; this. Treaty as, moſt 
Princes do, whiea they {ce where the advantage-lyes, and as the; Frenc Kiag 
has al ways done, and moſt {ignally in ' Relation to this very Treaty: ,{can'c 
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the French King in: poſſeſſion of perhaps all the Spe; Monatchy.(as no doubc 
by what we have ſeen; he would pq been, upon ae of the; K. of 
Jpain) if they bad-diſcover'd; Thar Offers had.been made to have compounded 
for that whole ſucceſſion, by yielding up the Dominjons ia dcaly, . but that che 
King and his Miniſters had reje&ed the Propofition : I doubr nor, but then we 
ſhould have had Impeachments upon Impeachments and the; ſuſpicions of ſelling 


and betraying the World into.the hands of the Frezch, would then have carryd 
ſuch Charatters of Probabilicy, chat we would, in reverſe of S= B—— $—= 
.—'5 ſubrii Diſcovery,have concluded, whothey, were that were the Inſtruments 


of Frarce, and ſuppos'd them to. have been as:well paid for .it, as perhaps 
ſome have been for later Services. - 1 confeſs the Dominions in 1:4{y are very 
valuable, yet no Naval Power belonging to them; ithey are not.now. ſo conſi- 
derable as they were ſome Years ago. Nor is it. .cetain, that. notwithitand- 
ing the Partition Treaty, they would have been a ſure Acceſſion to, the Crown 


.of France, perhaps France would have found as much Oppaſicion to.ir,. as ſhe is 


like to do now to her-raking poſſeſſion of-che whole. The, Pape :would. have 
ſtruggled hard; It muſt have alarm'd the Court of Rome, andindeed all Pope - 
ry mightily, co ſee the Pope ſurrounded with Frencb, Armies; and fo much: mn 
their Power. The Popes pretenſjons oa the Kingdom of Maples arg: of an, old 
ſtanding, and are not diſpuced. Itche Pope ſhould have refus'd to change his 
Vaſſal, and have upon that made uſe''of the Arms ot che Church, and in- 
vited the Germans to his Afliftance,: and the Hererians to open Rallages to: then 
both by Sea and Land,this mult have brought ona new, War,and made 1zaly the 


ſeat ofit. It would have made an irreconcilable Breach herween Frarz:, and 


Rome. It is ealy to ſee, what this might haveended in, 1c is trve, we by 
the Treaty were to have allifted the French, bat, inthe Progreſs of hs Te, 
we might have found; juſt Reaſons of getting our of the Quarrel, .and of be- 
coming the Umpires in it. Would itbe a Reflection on the King's Honour,,.jf 


think ſo meanly of che King's Wildom'and 'Experiepce, as'y0 believechat he 
built much on the Faith and Honour of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Bur he 
might imagine that age had qualify'd that unquiet ſpirit, which has given the 
the World ſo much Diſtturbance. He might think that a bigotred Prince 
would ahove all-other things deſire tohave the Papacy underhis proteQion,thar 
is to ſay at his Mercy. He would perhaps chuſe rather to have the Dominioas 
that were yielded ro him by the Treaty, which he might expeCtt withour the 
Trouble and Charge of a War,than to embroil all his Afﬀatrs, and engage in the 
Decline of his Life ia a War,of which it is not eaſy to ſee the End. A Lady that has 
great Credit with him, might be known to be fond of this Acceſſion of Empire, 
both as laying a great Obligation onthe Succeſſion ; and as ſecuring the quier 
and Life ofone ia whom ſhe has.ſo,pargicular an Jatereft. A Minittry com; 
pos'd of ſuch young Perſons as might hope'to out-live their Monarch, for all 
fi Immortality, woald probably conclude that ir would be more meritorious 
in another'Reign to have extended the Empire of Frazce, than to have rais'd a 
y ounger Son of France, ſo as perhaps he might be able one day to Diſpute mat: 
ters with his Elder Brother. Upon one or more of choſe Reaſons, or perhaps 
upon much beter, the King might have reckon'd that the Treaty would have 
been better ſtood to by the French, withour relying ſo eritirely upon a Faich 
that had been ſo often given, and ſo ſeldom kept. He had likewile other 
things to depend on. Ic was reafunable co hope, that the Emperozr would 
have-come into it, tho? it had been only with this Deſign, chat by his {ons be- 
ing in poſſeMon of the beſt parts of the Spaniſh Monarchy, he might thereby 
be the better enabled ro lay Claim and ſtruggle for the reſt. Was it reaſon- 
able, to think that a Prince who had no Naval Force would have maintairi'd a 
Diſpute in opoſition ro all the Naval Power of the World united againſt him. 
And could a Prince of ſuch an exhauſted Revenue hopz to fucceed in Compert- 
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(49 
tion againſt a Courtſo dexterous m all.ches, methods ofit, and ſo. well furniſh'd 
with all that was neceſlazy for making ic'molſt effeAtual. The Emperour's Con- 


dutt in this/ matter had been ſounaccountable in being ſo unaQive 'ro-prevent 


jt, that therewas 'no' Reaſon to: fuſpett his not ſubmitring ro the” Patticion 
Treaty, when he ſaw it couid not be hedp'd;: The King might likewiſe «truſt 
fomewhar to the Vertues and to the Vices of the Spaniards. They bave had an 
'antipathy to-the Frenchof above:200 Years ſtanding. ' The Spaniards have ne- 


ver before this time been guilty of betraying their Country, a Fidelitry with- 


out example has long ſupported a linking Monarchy, and ſoit might have been 


ftiltdepended-on, and their coming ſo tamely under a French Yoke, is a thing 


-that was ſolinle look'd for, that till allſaw ir, none could believe it. Upon 


all theſe Accounts it might ſeem reaſonable enough-for the King to -imagin 
that the Treaty would have beenſtuck to without an Abſolute Confidehce in 
the Virtucs of the moſt Chriſtian King. And after all,asthe-K.of Spain had liv'd 
beyond all mens ExpeQacions, fo the King might have hop'd that he might lan- 
guiſh our yet a few years more, and then the Revenue of the Crown of England 
would have been clear'd of all Anticipations, and in the-mean while the French 
King would have been Oblig'd-to keep ſuch Meaſures as would have ſecur'd us 
from all attempts, and have ſunk the hopes of a Treacherous Party among our 


ſelves, who had ſer up their Reft upon the greatneſs of Frazce, and begin'now to 
' revive their dead hopes, which ſeemd quite wither'd by the Peace of Re/wick,and 
' by the ſeeming Friendſhip between our Court and that of YVerſailes. And now,if 


you will lay all this together, you will retraQt'a little of the forwardneſs, and of 


the Severity of the Cenſures with which. you may be apt to load that Treaty. 


Every Partition-Treaty is not to beCondema'd. The Triple Alliance was the 
Glory of K.' Charles*'s Reign, and would have been its ſtrength, if he had ſtuck 


'to.it. And that wasa Partition of the Spanib N:a:herlands, of which the 


Council of Maxrid complain'd fo much, that they would abandon all FM/anaers, 


'Tather than. ſubmit to ir; and yer'they were wiſer when they ſaw they could 


not help themſelves. When Spa-z could not be defended but by our Arms, and 
by our Treaſure, ir might be both reaſonable and juſt for us to conſider what 
Intereſt we had in preſerving any of their Dominions,and to take Care of thoſe, 


wherein we wereToncern'd m6ft nearly, and particularly,and beſt able to: de- 
fend, bur leave the reſt to take'their Fate. I am, 07:5 3 if 
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<=" ]ſce, the King might have t00 8g a{or 

from the Feneb;King, Orb the eieat dp 

with him,; 'which'in m my pinion Wa 

indeed t0-all che reſt of Exrap?, , But tho? you hare gone, age, way to! 

King, upon many. per onal accounts, for 235 


ds And we are told that a great man,, in Fife oe oh 
lous and diſhonourable in the Projedt,aad Miſchievousin the'© 
Treaty was made by the King, let who will be concern'din the 
Parties to this Treaty, who are nor usd to. be ſo groſly L - 
King has a clear and more Univerſal Know kedg of the iy 
therbfore we are.amaz'd fo ſee him enter into an Aﬀair Þo very t0 © 
no Friend, to this -Treaty, yet you bearthe Talk of thoſe ers 
ou- will do. me. a very good Office, to make are of what is ſai 
now how they Viadicate che Kings Hogour, which is very dear ate | 
der the Suſpicioa that the King wonld engage Jo oawiſe and unj 
bare Ce. of Perſonal Safety and; Freſene Quier, '. 


ks. | | | Y 
ko Kanuiries are made with ſo honeſt a meaning, that ag 
what you deſire. - And yet methinks, you make but ag odd, | 

mit to; be po-Favourer of the Treaty of Partition, to ew: nana | 
cation. Burt I will obey you, as well as my memory, will | 
may- be ſapply'd io 3nother Letter. - It, is not, Flatter he +the King 
in the Afﬀgirs- Emrope. -'He has beenat the: head of of Baſs Ye the nc 
tred as great: Difficulties /as; maſt Men. ever did. Ooh pes experi ls 
thoughtful; Temper. ad Se Judgment, gives oe adfantages #$ 
not. moſt men,/.' This-is; truly my Opinion, ; Og pp ns 5 Hed al uppy, i 
tribute to :confirm others in the fame [S. MY, ow the Jer er.ql 
my Deteſtation. ;gf her. Politicks;' may y hare f he! ns 

againſt a. Treajy,: which. ſeem'd. to add ſo; much-to her | 
me not - to give all the attention I ought, to the Arguments, | my 
will fairly relate to you as much as 1 can call to;mind.of what Jha 

The Objettions to the Treaty of Particiga go both to the Juſtice and oF 
ſaid tobe unjuſt in it ſelf, as being a diſpoſition of the Dominions of a. 
. made by a Codfederacy oftwo ſtrangers, with one of the Pretenders to th e Succ 
the Conſear of the other. -It is ſaid alſo to be unjuſt, as being inconfilten 
Article of the Grand Alliance made 1689, whereby che States-General tip 
peror, to alliſt him in taking the Succeſſion of the Spaniſh Monarchy, in cal 
Spain*s Death without Iſſue. 

_ It will not. be amiſs, for the better congaiving the Force of the Objbiond% 
in a very few Words to ſtate the ſeveral Pretenfions to this great Succellion. ;.Zh 
had Iſſue, beſides his Son Philipthe Fourth, Three Da rang 0. the El deff, 
Lewis the Thirteenth, whoſe Son is the preſent French 


7, F'Y 


4 
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ry'd to the Emperour Ferdinand the Third, F preſent Emperour:; anc dl Os : 2 
marry'd to Savoy : Fhilip the Fourth hoy Iſu er dtg the ps. of = Ac | pithou 7 | _ 
ſue, two Daughters ; the Eldelt Maris - Ther Marry'd to. the Fourteer nch jo had, I bs 


the Dauphin; the other, Margarita, Marryd to the preſent n the had 1 


ſue, anly Maria Antoineera, firſt Wife to the EleQor of Bavari 
late EleQoral Prince, born in 1691, and whody*d the Fun pty Fo 

Upon the ſeveral Marriages of theTwo Infantas with Loni the T 

Fourteenth, ſolemn Renounciations were made of all Claims to.che ucce! hi 
minions, by them or their deſcendants. 

Thoſe Renounciations the Houſe of Auſtria ſoſilts upon. as valid, 3 dk 
lace- The French pretend to objeR to their Validity, and,Claim the SON | 
ad paſsd to bar them 

This being the Caſe, it. appears, the firſt Treaty is nat. lyable to the Qbjef 

proper Parties, for as the French King and the Dauphin entred intoit ;. ſo the Ele 

714, in behalf of his Sog, in whom, at that time, the whole Righe of he Houl { 

was indiſputably lodg'd, was not only conſeating, but pronigted it, ” 
| boald bſerre tou, ns (ENEOE SIN Ls IN 
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' he declar'd the Electoral Prince, his univerſal Heir, bur it made the Emperor to acquieſceJn 
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thoſe who think well of that Treaty. They fay, it ought to he calfd, as itiiy;\ bathe in the 
Powers for making, and in the Treaty it ſelf,a Treaty for the Preſervation of the Peace of Europe, 
I ſhauld alſo obſerve to you, that this firſt” Treaty had, a very good Conſequence, for aſſaga 
a2sthe Tranfadion took Air, it not only occafion'd the King 0 Spain to make a Will, by whih 


it, who till chat time was vigorouſly ſoliciting, by his Miniſter at Madrid, for a Will in Favogr 
the Arch Duke. ALS Bu 

"As to the fetond Treaty, It appears, by the Powers, which are in Print, That it began in 
Holland, by a Joyar-Negotlation the Emperor's Plenipotentiary,with thoſe of England, Frante, 
and the Scates-Geheral z but the Emperour not thinking it fit to appear a Party in ſuch a Ne- 
—— , for Reaſons which were obvious enough, the Treaty was afterwards concluded 
without him. 

 Toſay it was unjuſt for that Reaſon, is at the ſame time to ſay, the ſeperate Article of the 
Grand Alliance was unjuſt ; for tat was diſpoſing of the Dominions of a King then living, by 
a agreeriene of two Strangers with one only of the Pretenders. As the ARE was no Party tg 
this. laſt Treaty, ſo Francewas no Party to the firſt.If it was conſiſtent with Juſtice, for the King 
of England and the States to agree, that one of the Pretenders ſhould have the whole, withouc 
any Privity or Conſent of the other, or of Spain : How conld it be unjuſt ( as tothe Nature of 
the Contra ) to edter into an Agreement with one only of the Pretenders, for diſtributing the 
Succeſſion among all that claim*d. ES 

When Controverſies ariſe between Sovereign Princes, there1s no Judicature to determine of 
the Right. And they are at Libercy to refuſe to ſubmit to a Mediation, which is often hard 
to bring about, becauſe bothFarties muſt agree in the Mediators. Controverſies of this ſort 
would never have an End, but in the Ruine of one of the Parties, and perhaps of neighbour- 
ing Nations in the Conſequence, unleſs other Princes and States may by a proper interpoſition 
in fuch a manner as they thiak moſt agrecable to the Juſtice and co the Good of their own Stb= 
jets, oblige all the pretenders to recede from Extremities, and in Caſe of Obſtinacy or any 
ſide, toaſſiſt thoſe who are willing to yield, for the ſake of Peace. This has been the approv?d 
Practice of all Ages. It is not neceſſary to mearion Inſtances to prove what cannot be deny'd ; 
— otherwiſe, what was done in the Caſe of the late Difference between Demnark and Holſtein, 
isa freſh Example, much leſs is it neceſſary to go about to make a more particular application 
of chis Rule to what was then the Caſe. 

A well-founded Apprehenſion of an unreaſonable encreaſe of Power in a Neighbouring 
Prince; has been always held to be a juſt Ground of making War; it maybe better defended, 
fo he a juſt Reaſon to prevent it by a Treaty. 

-- An Acceſſion of the entir= SpariſhNominions, either to the Emperor ( whoſe Claim was for 
himielf, and tits lineal Deſtendants) or to France, muſt unqueſtionably have form*d a Power 
extremely terrible to the reſt of _ It was thereforefore neceſſary, to think -of dividing 
the Succeſſion, or turning it ont of the dire& Line, for the common Security of Chriſteadom. 

Princes are bound to provide for the ſafety of their SubjeQs by all reaſonable ways. 1f the 
moſt eligible cann*t be arriv'd at, they muſt purſue ſuch Methods as are praQticable. It was 
viſible the French King was refolvA not to acquieſce inthe Renunciations, his Flatrerers had 
dbfalotely hardoed him in the Opimon, that all thoſe Solemn Ads were inſignificant z and to 
make good theſe Sentiments, he had not only imployed his Lawyers, but his Arms, in the dif- 

ute, for many Yeaas. This the Emperor wel! knew, nay it is expreſly declar*d in the ſepa- 
Fin Arrticte of the Grand Alliance. So that when the Accident happen*d,the War was inevita- 
'Ble, and the Accident was ex devery day. No Care had been taken to form the neceſſary 
iNtiznces,on the concluſion of the Treaty of Keſwick. Nothing was determin'd as to the Spainiſh 
net No Proviſion for ſecuring any thing Stipulated by the Grand Alliance. On the 
contrary, fome things had paſsd ar that time, which neceſſarily made a ſtrangeneſs be- 
tweeri the Emperor and the Proteſtant Princes. No Argumeats were omitted to draw him in- 
to New Meaſures, in order to make the Separate Article of the Grand alliance ſignificant and 
effetual. Andit was highly reaſonable to inſiſt upon Terms, when it was ſo freſh in memory, 
'where the Burthen of the laſt War lay. But by reaſon of the very ſlow Meaſures of the Court 
of YVieuna, and the particular intereſts which the Emperor thought himſelf under a neceſſity of 
mannaging with the Court at Madrid, nothing had been done or was likely to be done on that 
fide, and at the ſame time the SubjeQs of England and Holland ſeem'd neither willing nor well 
able to enter into a new War. France did not only continue arm'd, as during the War, but 
"yas at a yaſt Expence, in baying Horſes for remounting their Cavalry, and for lifting the 
ableſt Men, as faſt as they weredisbanded by the Confederates. Without a Treaty a War 
was Inevitable ; or rather, France was Maſter of all withouta War. This was the unhavpy 
Neceſlity under which the King and the States found themſelves, And in ſuch Circumſtances, 
Where was the Injuſtice to accept of the Contra of the French King and the Danxphiz,ro content 
themſelves with a part only of that vaſt Succefſion, and ſuch a partas would not only be leaſt in- 
convenieat to the Parties contraQting, but teghe General Liberty and ſecurity of Exrope, rather 
fhaa co leave himin Circumſtances to ſeize the whole, or at leaſt to rake immediate Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe os _— would neceſſarily and ſuddenly endanger the Trade and Safety of the Ene- 
liſh. and-Drrch,. . | 
gent rhe fogt of this treaty, the King and the States acquir'd an explicit and @ire&t Right 
to Pape the French King to acquieſce in the ſhare allotted ro him, which perhaps was want- 
ing before. For tho* Spar, in reſpet of the ſeveral Renunciations and folemn Aft, had anex- 


t to oppoſe the future Pretences of France to any Part of that Succeſſion, yer ir was 


roe pl , that by renewing his Claim, he violated any League with England or Holland, which 
W 


be the Caſe, after his entring into tliis Treaty. 
There 


(3) 


re hay ,< 
affirm'd, )-Thitduring the TranſaQtion in Holland, in the Sumer 1699, Paige BHates 
ſtor's, tho®-they' declar*d they could never make themſelves Parties to an _Agreem 


give it thathard Name. Nay, the French themſelves who have vio this Treaty, in the f < 
. moſt openand ſhameleſs Manner, and want co the higheſt Degree an Excuſe ray Breach of Eith,, 
and had a good one, if the Treaty wes unjuſt, yer they. have never call'd it by that Natme, but. 


This is all I ſhall fay to you, at preſent, withreſpe&& to the Juice of this Treaty, that. 
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cumſtances of Afﬀairs abroaditood, and in my Anſwer to your former Letter, I have, obſer! 
to you what Diſpoſition, as to War, had appeartd in-Englard, and1 will repeat nothing; Tt 
was evident, the French King was in a Condition to take poſſeſſion of, what |Parts he pleasd, 
| of che Spriſh Domiinions, "if not of all, without oppoſition: And that if ſome thing was hot 
/  donepreviouſlyto'thic Kang of Sp4;7s Death,, ic would be too late then to talk of forming Alli- 
b-: This Reaſoning has been-too unhappily Juſtify®d by what, we have ſeen ſince, France has ta-' 
! ken Poſſeſſion of all the Bominions of Spain, wichour the leaſt ObſtruRions, and before any Meas 
; fares could be entred.upon to prevent it; The Friends to the Partition-Treaty ſay, the World 
wilt Judge which was the wiſeſt Courſe, to provide before hand againſt fo great an Evil, or to 
be putco play the difficute Atrer-Game of recovering things out of the hands of France. | © 
Info critical a JunQture, the King and the States-General judgd it reaſonable, to hearken 
to the Propoſal of a Negotiation, as the only means left, to:preyent the impending Deſtruction 
of Exrope. They were not inſenſible, how little the French Faith was to be depended on, but 
they were not pur in a worſe Condition by the Treaty. . On the contrary, if the French Kin 
ſhould not ftand to it,the Engliſh and Dmrch had an indiſputable Ground.to reſent the Perfidionſ- 
neſs, and would be juſtify'd by all Chriftendomr,in direftly joyning to aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria. 
Andtill that Breach happen'd, the Empeaor might ſee how j- he might depend upoa their 
aQual Aſſiſtance, and what care they had taken of che Houſe of Axſftria..,  - - 7 | 
T6 think of Treating with the French King upon. ſuch a Subjet, and to yield nothing ts 
| him,” was iudeed Ridiculous. All; then that remain'd, was to make the beſt Terms poſſible : 
; im the doing whereof, as'the Intereſt 'of-the-Houſe dehbege en was to be ſu X ly and hearti 
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: eſpongd, 'and a folicitous Care us'd that the Balance of, Zxrepe Mould wy by guiirely brs 
| fo it concern'd England and Holand, who were the Parties contracting,notto neglet chenrſel | 
hit #6 make ſuch a Diftribatioa, 2s might be leaſt prejudicial to their Iaterefts. <7 
i The Three Things which they were principally oblig'd to take careof, way: their ſec 
their Trade, and the common intereſt 'of the Proteſtant Religion. | In; orger to this, my: ere 
t firſt to'take care of che Barrier in Flanders, for making good whereof ſomugh Money had -bi ” 
: Fpent, and ſo much Blood had been ſpilt. Ic being demoaſtrably plain, that if France was pc "> vg. 
ſef'd of the Spar:;ſh Neithetland., it was not poſlible for the ,Durch to hear long the cha b- W\f 
ſupporting themſelves ; and when they fell a'Prey to, France, ( notwithſtanding the vain. dif- | 
courſes, we heard not loug before, 'of what we were able to do, ) England, was not likely to 
be free any great while. * i 
| The Second thing which concern'd both Nations highly, was the preſerving the Trafls of 
| Spain, and the uſe of her Ports. This need not be inlarg'd upon, the prefent Appreheolion of 
| the Danger of loling this Advantage, has made it very ſenfibly underſtood by every; body. 
The Third Thitig which-concern'd Engl-nd infinitely, and The Dutch not a little, was to Kee 
'Fhe Weſt- In4ies, and the Trade thither, in the Condition they then ſtood. : For it will agt., 
. &eny'd, if ever France can appropriate to it ſelf the Trade of Spain, and The Management f 
the Spamſh Weſt-Indies, ſhe will ſoon be Miſtreſs of the World. wifes eo: 
Theſe were the great Things to be firſt look'd after, and for theſe the Treaty did fully pro- | 
vide. It isnot to be deny*d but that the Tarky Trade was of great conſequence to both Natio |; 
#nd the Trade of /:« ly not inconfiderable, eſpecially to Holland ; and it were to have been wiſh'd | 
thatevery thing could have been entirely gaind, but when that was impoſlible, che molt weight | 
was to be laid on what was of the greateſt Conſequence. It is faid in a certain Letter, wh is - 
charg'd by ſome, as favouring the Partition-Treaty 5 and by others as written againſt it; That 
if Siczly were in the French hands, they would be entirely Maſters of the Levane Trade. They 
who declare themſelves for that Treaty,quarrel at that Expreſſion as too forcible. No Queſtion, 
in Caſe of a Rupture, if the French had Sicily, they might at leaſt for a time, give a great Inter- 
ruptioa to the Tuwrky Trade, but if the Ports of Spain and its'/Dominions were open to. the: Dutch 
| and Eng Fleers, that Inconvenience would be ina great Meaſhre avoided. Whereas, asthe Caſe 
now ſtands, ſor want of the Effe& of ſuch a Treaty, the Spaxiſb Ports are like to be eatirely 7" | 
up.; and conſequently all Trade into'the Meairerranean,ifever a War ſhould break out,muft be- YL 


- Lome entitely impracticable. | 6 Oy Da | 
| The Treaty of Partition, if it had been ſtood to, had placd Spain,the Wiſt-lndies, the Netber- 
lends and Milan, in iuch hands, as France could expett no ſincere Aſſiſtance from. What real 


Addition of Power Naples and Sicily would have brought to her, is not fo plain, France == 
| com 
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that Time which was loſt, by their late Coming Together. They fay it wilt coſt many Lives 
and much Treaiure, before Ewrope 'can ſee Things upon ſo good a Foot, as that Treaty put 
them. ES 
They go further, and ſay, That the ſame Men, who promoted the Clamour at this Partition- 
Treaty, are labouring at this very time to make one much worſe for England and Hollard, for 


the Liberty of Ewrope, and for the Proteſtant Intereſt. For already they ſtick not, in their Diſ# 


conrſes, to make it a Fault, to talk of aſſerting the Pretence of the Houſe of Auſtria to the woe 
Spaniſh Succeſſion, and this is nor to be nendared at by any who obſervd their early Zeal tor 
the Duke of Anjor's being own'd as King of Spain, and their Queſtion ready form'd for iti: 
Purpoſe. 

I have ſet down what occurr'd to my Memory, according to your deſire. You muſt look on 
me as not reſpoaſible for the Solidity of any of theſe Arguments, on the one ſide ; or pretend- 
ing to have ſaid all that is to be ſaid in Defence of the Treaty, on the other. 1 am ſo ſenii !c 
of this latter, that I find my ſelf under an Obligation of telling you, That upon your it.({114- 
ting to me, what parts of the Account I have given you, appear to you to be moſt we: | and 


- imperfeR, 1 will let you know, whether the Defe& proceeded only from my waat of Memo: 1. 


I am, &C. 


FINTIS. 
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